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Town of Berlin Receives Prestigious Sustainable Maryland 

Certified Award at Maryland Municipal League Conference 

College Park, MD (October 15, 2018) – The Environmental Finance Center at the University of 

Maryland announced that the Town of Berlin was one of 8 Maryland municipalities honored at the 

Sustainable Maryland Awards Ceremony at the Maryland Municipal League’s annual Fall 

Conference last Friday in Annapolis, Maryland. Berlin previously achieved Sustainable Maryland 

certification in 2012 and 2015. 

A detailed summary of Berlin’s sustainability Actions can be found in their Certification Report, 

attached as a PDF. 

Highlights of Berlin’s accomplishments include: 

 

● The Town held the fourth annual “Take Pride in Berlin” event to encourage Berlin residents to 

have pride in their community.  This begins with a tradition called “Clean-Up Day” and 

features many community projects. 
● The Town completed the Healthiest Maryland Business Assessment in 2017 and became 

recognized as a Healthiest Maryland Business. 
● The Town adopted a Green Purchasing Policy, which involves the explicit promotion of green 

purchasing and environmentally preferable products whenever practicable. 
● In partnership with local environmental nonprofits, The Town has an ongoing watershed 

stewardship volunteer engagement program through which Berlin residents can become 

actively engaged in practical activities to keep local watersheds clean and healthy. 

“The citizens of the Town of Berlin continue to recognize the importance of environmental 

stewardship and want to continue to develop a sustainable quality of life for generations to come,” said 

Mayor Wm. Gee Williams III. “We continue to strive to maintain the environment and to maintain 

the balance of good environmental stewardship and growth. Within the Town of Berlin, we look for 

solid citizen involvement and we seek their support as a part of our overall collaboration of 

involvement between citizens and government.”  

 



According to Mike Hunninghake, Program Manager for Sustainable Maryland, “This year’s class 

of Sustainable Maryland Certified communities represents significant continued progress on 

sustainability issues, in small towns and large cities, from all across the state. The Green Teams, 

elected officials, and municipal staff that have accomplished so much provide both inspiration and 

real-world examples for their peers to follow.” 

 

The attached photo shows (from left) Councilman Zackery Tyndall and Jeffrey Fleetwood, 

Human Resources Director, with the Sustainable Maryland Certified award at the Maryland 

Municipal League conference last Friday.  

Also attached is Berlin’s Sustainable Maryland Certified logo. 

For detailed information about Berlin’s sustainability initiatives, please contact Jeffrey Fleetwood, 

Human Resources Director, jfleetwood@berlinmd.gov, 410-641-4002 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sustainable Maryland Certification: To achieve certification, municipalities are required to form a 

Green Team comprised of local residents, community leaders, municipal staff and officials; complete a 

variety sustainability-related Actions worth a total of at least 150 points (including two mandatory 

actions and two of six priority actions), and submit the appropriate documentation as evidence that the 

Sustainable Maryland Certified requirements have been satisfied. The Sustainable Maryland Action 

Menu can be seen here: http://sustainablemaryland.com/actions-certification/actions/ 

The complete list of 2018 newly certified (denoted by *) and re-certified communities includes: 

Town of Berlin (Worcester County; the very first municipality to be certified in the program in 2012, 

re-certified in 2015) 

Town of Chestertown (Kent County; first certified in 2012, re-certified in 2015) 

*Town of Cottage City (NEW!) 

Town of Emmitsburg (Frederick County; first certified in 2015) 

City of Laurel (Prince George’s County; first certified in 2015) 

City of Mount Rainer (Prince George’s County; first certified in 2012, re-certified in 2015) 

Town of Poolesville (Montgomery County; first certified in 2015) 

City of Rockville (2018 Sustainable Champion; Montgomery County; first certified in 2012, re-

certified in 2015) 

Our 2018 Sustainability Champion: This year’s Sustainability Champion is the City of Rockville 

which amassed an impressive 535 points on their application, more than any other community in 2018.  

A full report on each certified community’s Actions can be viewed here: 

http://sustainablemaryland.com/actions-certification/participating-communities/ 

 

Sustainable Maryland Certified Municipalities as of 2018 (7th full year of the program): 

• Total Municipalities Sustainable Maryland Certified: 35 (22% of Maryland’s municipalities)  

http://sustainablemaryland.com/actions-certification/actions/
http://sustainablemaryland.com/actions-certification/participating-communities/


• Total Municipalities Sustainable Maryland Registered: 72 (46% of Maryland’s 

municipalities)  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

About Sustainable Maryland: Sustainable Maryland is an initiative of the Environmental Finance 

Center at the University of Maryland that is designed to support Maryland's 157 municipalities as 

they look for cost-effective and strategic ways to protect their natural assets and revitalize their 

communities. Using best practices in resource areas like water, energy, planning, health, food, and 

economy, a municipality can earn points toward sustainability certification. Sustainable Maryland 

offers a customizable menu of concrete actions, allowing communities to select initiatives that best fit 

their specific needs. This free and voluntary program, with the support of the Maryland Municipal 

League, US Environmental Protection Agency, and the Town Creek Foundation, helps 

communities choose a direction for their greening efforts; complete their chosen actions with help from 

program tools, trainings, expert guidance, and other resources; and be recognized statewide for their 

accomplishments. For more information about Sustainable Maryland: www.sustainablemaryland.com 
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